To:

Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
Senate Contact
House Contact
24 Beacon St.
24 Beacon St.
Room 213-B
Room 167
Boston, MA 02133
Boston, MA 02133

Re:

House Bill 2436

Position:

Oppose

Date:

November 15, 2021

Honorable Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland
Security:
My name is Joseph Mullin and I am the Assistant Manager, Northeastern States for the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation (CSF). On behalf of CSF, as well as myself, an avid resident sportsman and
constituent, I respectfully urge you to oppose House Bill 2436 (HB 2436) – legislation that would
unjustly punish lawful firearms owners by exposing them to civil liabilities and damages without due
process. Subjecting firearms owners to civil liabilities and damages resulting from crimes committed
with property stolen from them sets a dangerous precedent through which the court would be shifting
the blame for the commission of one crime to the victim of another.
Since 1989, CSF has dedicated itself to the mission of working with Congress, governors, and state
legislatures to protect and advance hunting, angling, recreational shooting, and trapping. The unique and
collective force of the Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus, the Governors Sportsmen's Caucus, and the
National Assembly of Sportsmen's Caucuses, working closely with CSF, and with the support of major
hunting, recreational fishing and shooting, and trapping organizations, serves as an unprecedented
network of pro-sportsmen elected officials that advance the conservation interests of America's hunters
and anglers. It is from this voice – with more than three decades of organizational history and a staff
with more than a century of combined policy experience on sportsmen’s issues – that we write in support
of HB 2536 and strongly encourage that it be reported favorably from your Committee.
As a sportsman myself, I wholeheartedly support efforts to prevent stolen firearms from being used in
the commission of crimes but exposing firearms owners to liabilities for crimes committed with their
own stolen property is uniquely unjust. Personal responsibility and safety are instilled in each sportsman
and woman long before he or she is even able to purchase a firearm. Throughout Massachusetts’ stringent
firearms licensing process, firearm safety is engrained into each applicant, and it is enforced at each
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range and in the field. As a community, firearms owners hold safety and personal responsibility among
some of the highest tenants; thus, subjecting firearms owners to liabilities and damages for crimes
committed with their stolen property is offensive. I am unaware of any other situation in the
Commonwealth through which an individual is at risk of being held accountable for any subsequent
crimes committed through the unlawful use of their stolen property. Setting a standard such as this targets
one particular group of lawful individuals, and we therefore request the Committee’s swift rejection of
HB 2436.
Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this discussion. Should you require additional information
on this matter please feel free to contact me at any time.

Sincerely,

Joseph Mullin
Assistant Manager, Northeastern States | Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
110 North Carolina Ave., SE | Washington, DC 20003
Jmullin@congressionalsportsmen.org | 202-253-6883
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