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Honorable Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security:
My name is Joseph Mullin and I am the Assistant Manager, Northeastern States for the Congressional Sportsmen’s
Foundation (CSF). On behalf of CSF, as well as myself, an avid resident sportsman and constituent, I respectfully
urge you to oppose House Bill 2489 (HB 2489) – legislation that would require owners of “large capacity feeding
devices” to apply to the Executive Offices of Public Safety and Security to declare the possession of such devices.
HB 2489 creates an unusual trail of record keeping in which an individual who lawfully possesses such magazines
will have his/her personal and confidential information shared with law enforcement agencies throughout the
Commonwealth, as well as with the Department of Mental Health, serving only to undermine Massachusetts’
recreational shooting community. The outward effort to deter the ownership of these magazines also has the
potential to thwart much-needed funding for the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife’s
(MassWildlife) mission-critical conservation efforts.
Since 1989, CSF has dedicated itself to the mission of working with Congress, governors, and state legislatures
to protect and advance hunting, angling, recreational shooting, and trapping. The unique and collective force of
the Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus, the Governors Sportsmen's Caucus, and the National Assembly of
Sportsmen's Caucuses, working closely with CSF, and with the support of major hunting, recreational fishing and
shooting, and trapping organizations, serves as an unprecedented network of pro-sportsmen elected officials that
advance the conservation interests of America's hunters and anglers. It is from this voice – with more than three
decades of organizational history and a staff with more than a century of combined policy experience on
sportsmen’s issues – that we write in opposition to HB 2489 and strongly encourage that it not be reported
favorably from your Committee.
Requiring those who lawfully possess a “large capacity feeding device” to apply to the Executive Offices of Public
Safety and Security in order to declare possession of such device is an overt attempt to deter the ownership of
these magazines. Taking it a step further and allowing the sharing of these individuals’ personal information
between law enforcement agencies and the Department of Mental Health directly stigmatizes the recreational
shooting community. Those who are in lawful possession of these particular magazines are bound to the strictly
enforced provisions included within Section 131 of Chapter 140 of the Massachusetts General Laws. Requiring
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law abiding individuals to declare their ownership over certain magazines is an overt attempt to subvert their
ownership, and it is for this reason that I encourage the members of the Committee to reject HB 2489.
In the United States, sportsmen and women play a crucial role in funding conservation efforts in through the
American System of Conservation Funding (ASCF). The American System is a “user-pays, public-benefits”
structure, in which those that consumptively use public resources pay for the privilege, and in some cases the
right, to do so. State fish and wildlife agencies receive approximately 60% of their funding through this distinct
conservation system, though some states still rely nearly 100% on the funding from sportsmen and women.
Through the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act (Pittman-Robertson Act) and the Federal Aid in Sport Fish
Restoration Act (Dingell-Johnson Act), excise taxes collected from sporting goods purchases as well as associated
user license purchases are funneled back into conservation. These excise taxes are used to fund a wide variety of
activities including: fish and wildlife research, private and public habitat management, hunter education, shooting
range development, land acquisition and easements, and angler access area construction. Creating hurdles for the
recreational shooting community to own “large capacity feeding devices”, sportsmen and women are likely to
become disincentivized to participate in their pursuits. The Commonwealth, therefore, loses valuable conservation
funds that are essential for fish and wildlife conservation efforts. Per-capita, the target shooting community spends
even more money on firearms and ammunition than hunters. According to a National Shooting Sports Foundation
estimate, “80 percent of Pittman-Robertson excise tax contributions are generated by sales attributed to
recreational shooting.”1
In recognition of the negative bearings that HB 2489 would have on Massachusetts’ sportsmen and women, along
with the loss in conservation funds that the Commonwealth would likely experience, CSF stands in firm
opposition. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this issue. Should you require additional
information on this, or other sportsmen-related topics, please feel free to contact me at any time.

Sincerely,

Joseph Mullin
Assistant Manager, Northeastern States | Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
110 North Carolina Ave., SE | Washington, DC 20003
Jmullin@congressionalsportsmen.org | 202-253-6883
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