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House Bill 2512
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Date:

November 15, 2021

Honorable Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland
Security:
My name is Joseph Mullin and I am the Assistant Manager, Northeastern States for the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation (CSF). On behalf of CSF, as well as myself, an avid resident sportsman and
constituent, I respectfully urge you to support House Bill 2512 (HB 2512) – legislation that would create
an express state preemption over the local regulation of “lawful ownership, use, possession, transfer,
purchase, receipt or transportation of weapons, antique weapons, ammunition or ammunition
components.” State preemption eliminates a patchwork of local ordinances that sportsmen and women
must abide by while engaged in their pursuits and prevents individuals from exposure to unreasonable
liabilities.
Since 1989, CSF has dedicated itself to the mission of working with Congress, governors, and state
legislatures to protect and advance hunting, angling, recreational shooting, and trapping. The unique and
collective force of the Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus, the Governors Sportsmen's Caucus, and the
National Assembly of Sportsmen's Caucuses, working closely with CSF, and with the support of major
hunting, recreational fishing and shooting, and trapping organizations, serves as an unprecedented
network of pro-sportsmen elected officials that advance the conservation interests of America's hunters
and anglers. It is from this voice – with more than three decades of organizational history and a staff
with more than a century of combined policy experience on sportsmen’s issues – that we write in support
of HB 2512 and strongly encourage that it be reported favorably from your Committee.
Arguably the most important principle of preemption is its equal distribution of the law. Requiring
sportsmen and women to know the differing rules and regulations that change as one crosses a county
line is an onerous ask, and it opens these individuals up to issues of liability, should they offend a
particular ordinance. State preemption for firearms and ammunition serves to protect law-abiding
The Sportsmen’s Voice in the Nation’s Capitols
110 North Carolina Ave., SE . Washington, DC 20003 . 202.543.6850 . 202.543-6853 Fax . Congressionalsportsmen.org

citizens from the risk of offending differing rules as they travel through varying localities. Establishing
this preemption ultimately ensures that hunters, recreational shooters, as well as the general public may
continue their pursuits with the confidence that they will not unknowingly offend a local ordinance.
For this reason, I urge the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security to support HB 2512.
Should you require any additional information on this, or any other sportsmen-related topic, please feel
free to contact me at any time.
Sincerely,

Joseph Mullin
Assistant Manager, Northeastern States | Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
110 North Carolina Ave., SE | Washington, DC 20003
Jmullin@congressionalsportsmen.org | 202-253-6883
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