To:

Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
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24 Beacon St.
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Boston, MA 02133

Re:

Senate Bill 1584
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Date:

November 15, 2021

Honorable Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Members of the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland
Security:
My name is Joseph Mullin and I am the Assistant Manager, Northeastern States for the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation (CSF). On behalf of CSF, as well as myself, an avid resident sportsman and
constituent, I respectfully urge you to support Senate Bill 1584 (SB 1584) and House Bill 2444 (HB
2444) – legislation that would permit ammunition retailers to sell and deliver ammunition to lawful
purchasers “through the internet, U.S. Mail or by any other means common to interstate commerce”
without the need to be licensed in the Commonwealth.
Since 1989, CSF has dedicated itself to the mission of working with Congress, governors, and state
legislatures to protect and advance hunting, angling, recreational shooting, and trapping. The unique and
collective force of the Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus, the Governors Sportsmen's Caucus, and the
National Assembly of Sportsmen's Caucuses, working closely with CSF, and with the support of major
hunting, recreational fishing and shooting, and trapping organizations, serves as an unprecedented
network of pro-sportsmen elected officials that advance the conservation interests of America's hunters
and anglers. It is from this voice – with more than three decades of organizational history and a staff
with more than a century of combined policy experience on sportsmen’s issues – that we write in support
of HB 2536 and strongly encourage that it be reported favorably from your Committee.
As sportsmen and women across Massachusetts understand, our nation is still in the midst of an
ammunition shortage. Shelves remain bare and lines continue to form outside of the more popular
sporting goods stores as hunters and recreational shooters anxiously wait for the doors to open so that
they may have some luck in finding the necessary ammunition for their pursuits. I can attest to this from
personal experience, as within the past year I have had some difficulties in finding the necessary
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ammunition for this upcoming deer season. Enacting a provision that prevents the need for companies
outside the Commonwealth to be licensed within Massachusetts, and thus allowing these retailers to “sell
and deliver inert ammunition components to persons properly licensed to possess or purchase
ammunition” will ensure that sportsmen and women are able to continue enjoying their time-honored
traditions. Additionally, preventing hurdles for ammunition retailers to clear will likely result in an
increase in conservation funding.
In 2020 alone, Massachusetts’ sportsmen and women generated over $17 million for conservation
through revenue derived from license sales and excise taxes on sporting-related goods in the unique
“user pays - public benefits” structure known as the American System of Conservation Funding (ASCF).
The funds collected through this program are the lifeblood of state fish and wildlife agencies (including
the Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife) – the primary managers of our nation’s fish and
wildlife resources. These critical conservation dollars fund a variety of efforts including: enhanced fish
and wildlife habitat and populations, recreational access to public and private lands, shooting ranges and
boat access facilities, wetlands protection and its associated water filtration and flood retention functions,
and improved soil and water conservation – all which benefit the public at large, not just sportsmen and
women. Ammunition sales play a critical role in the ASCF and preventing any barriers to its sale will
afford sportsmen and women with the unabridged ability to continue pursuing their passions.
For these reasons, I urge the members of the Joint Committee on Public Safety and Homeland Security
to support SB 1584 and HB 2444. Thank you for the opportunity to participate in this discussion. Should
you require additional information on this matter please feel free to contact me at any time.

Sincerely,

Joseph Mullin
Assistant Manager, Northeastern States | Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
110 North Carolina Ave., SE | Washington, DC 20003
Jmullin@congressionalsportsmen.org | 202-253-6883
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