To:

New Jersey General Assembly
State House
125 West State Street
Trenton, NJ 08625

Re:

Assembly Bill 4769

Position:

Oppose

Date:

October 27, 2022

Honorable Members of the New Jersey General Assembly:
My name is Joseph Mullin and I am the Northeastern States Manager for the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
(CSF). I respectfully urge you to oppose Assembly Bill 4769 (A. 4769) – legislation that would create barriers
to entry for prospective and existing firearm owners across the Garden State. New Jersey’s sportsmen and
women are the backbone of the funding structure for conservation efforts that benefit wildlife and their habitat
throughout the state, as well as the citizenry at large, and A. 4769 is likely to result in an unintended and consequential
diminishment of the state’s conservation funding. This bill has the potential to severely undermine the revenue
necessary for the work of the Division of Fish and Wildlife (DFW), from which all citizens of the state benefit.
Founded in 1989, the Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation (CSF) is the informed authority across outdoor issues
and serves as the primary conduit for influencing public policy. Working with the Congressional Sportsmen's Caucus
(CSC), the Governors Sportsmen's Caucus (GSC), and the National Assembly of Sportsmen's Caucuses (NASC),
CSF gives a voice to hunters, anglers, recreational shooters, and trappers on Capitol Hill and throughout state capitols
advocating on vital outdoor issues that are the backbone of our nation's conservation legacy. It is from this voice –
with more than three decades of organizational history and a staff with more than a century of combined policy
experience on sportsmen’s issues – that we speak in opposition to A. 4769.
For more than 85 years, sportsmen and women have been the primary funders of state-level conservation efforts in
this state and are thus an important constituency that provides benefits for all New Jersey residents. In 2021 alone,
New Jersey’s sportsmen and women generated over $23.19 million for conservation through revenue derived from
license sales and excise taxes on sporting-related goods (including firearms and ammunition) in the unique “user pays
– public benefits” structure known as the American System of Conservation Funding (ASCF). The funds collected
through this program are the lifeblood of state fish and wildlife agencies (such as the DFW) – the primary managers
of our nation’s fish and wildlife resources. These conservation dollars fund a variety of efforts including: enhanced
fish and wildlife habitat and populations, recreational access to public and private lands, boat access facilities,
wetlands protection and its associated water filtration and flood retention functions, and improved soil and water
conservation – all which benefit the public at large, not just sportsmen and women.
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Enacted in 1937, the Pittman-Robertson Act redirected previously existing excise taxes on firearms and ammunition
to a dedicated fund to be used specifically for wildlife conservation purposes. Once collected, the taxes are deposited
into the Wildlife Restoration Account, which is administered by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS). Under the Pittman-Robertson Act and per the Firearms and Ammunition Excise Tax, rifles, shotguns, and
ammunition are subjected to an 11% excise tax while pistols and revolvers are subjected to a 10% excise tax.1
Ultimately, it was sportsmen and women who advocated for the passage of this critical legislation – a choice prompted
in sole consideration of the interest and betterment of the nation’s fish and wildlife, and the habitats that they rely on.
By instituting unjust administrative and financial hurdles for the purchasing and carrying of firearms, along with
restricting where they may be carried, A. 4769 will undoubtedly curtail sales and therefore deflect much-needed
conservation dollars away from the DFW, inhibiting the Division from effectively carrying-out its mission.
It is widely recognized that recreational target shooters, who per-capita, spend even more money on firearms and
ammunition than hunters, are the financial keystone for the ASCF. According to a National Shooting Sports
Foundation estimate, “80 percent of Pittman-Robertson excise tax contributions are generated by sales attributed to
recreational shooting.”2 The restrictions outlined in A. 4769 may result in sportsmen and women being subjected to
unnecessary barriers to entry in the pursuit of hunting and recreational shooting opportunities. Participation in hunting
has been on a generally declining trend in New Jersey for the past 30 years. Because the DFW relies heavily on
funding generated by the sale of hunting licenses, the decline of hunters in the state poses a threat to the future ability
of the Division to effectively carry out its mission. There is no question that conservation funding in this nation is in
need of immediate support; creating unnecessary administrative and financial restrictions poses to dis-incentivize
spending and is a step in the wrong direction.
In recognition of the negative bearings that A. 4769 would have on New Jersey’s sportsmen and women, along
with the loss in conservation funds that the state would likely experience as a result of this bill, CSF stands in
firm opposition. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this issue. Should you require additional
information on this, or other sportsmen-related topics, please feel free to contact me at any time.

Sincerely,

Joseph Mullin
Northeastern States Manager | Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation
110 North Carolina Ave., SE | Washington, DC 20003
Jmullin@congressionalsportsmen.org | 202-253-6883

Enclosed:

Infographic Detailing New Jersey’s Contributions to the American System of Conservation Funding.
Pittman-Robertson Act One-Pager with Supporting Organizations.

1

FAET Reference Guide Firearms and Ammunition Excise Tax. Accessed on October 19, 2022.
https://www.ttb.gov/firearms/reference-guide#1.
2
NSSF Commends Congress’s Passage of ‘Range Bill.’ Accessed on October 19, 2022. https://www.nssf.org/nssf-commendscongresss-passage-of-range-bill/.
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AMERICAN
SYSTEM OF
CONSERVATION
FUNDING
Hunting
licenses

Fishing
licenses

2021 Funding

$7.48 M

$4.61 M

$6.95 M

$4.14 M

$23.19 M

2021 National Ranking

40th

42nd

41st

41st

43rd

Historical Funding Total

$280.1 M

$196.8 M

$130.8 M

$105.4 M

$713.2 M

40th

37th

43rd

43rd

40th

NEW JERSEY

Historical Funding U.S. Rank

?%

Pittman- DingellRobertson Johnson

TOTAL

2021 PAID LICENSE HOLDERS
227,601

2021 TOTAL LICENSE PERMITS/TAGS
663,821

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT SPORTSMEN AND WOMEN’S ROLE IN
CONSERVATION FUNDING VISIT CONGRESSIONALSPORTSMEN.ORG

