
Illinois

1.2 billion 

• Sportsmen support more jobs in Illinois than Abbot Laboratories, one of the state’s 
largest employers (22,000 jobs vs. 18,000). 

• Annual spending by Illinois sportsmen is more than one and a half times the 
combined revenues of the Chicago Bears, Bulls, Cubs and White Sox ($1.2 billion 
vs. 728 million). 

• Annual spending by Illinois sportsmen is more than the combined receipts from 
hogs and greenhouse/nursery products, two of the state's most valuable 
commodities ($1.2 billion vs. $1.1 billion). 

• Illinois sportsmen annually spend $128 million on outboard boats and engines to 
get out on the water and around the marshes for fishing and hunting. 

• More people hunt and fish in Illinois than attend Chicago Bears and Blackhawks 
games (1.1 million vs. 1.04 million). 
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1.1 million hunters & anglers spending $3.3 million a day 



Every single state makes a contribution through revenue, taxes, and 
jobs. Here are the facts on Illinois’s anglers and hunters. 
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The majority of all sportsmen consider themselves “likely voters” and 8 in 10 say 
that a candidate’s position on sportsmen’s issues is important in determining for 

whom they will vote. 
 

If all hunters and anglers living in Illinois voted in the 2004 presidential election, they 
would have equaled 23% of the entire vote. 

 
1 out of 10 residents hunt or fish. 


