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Twenty-eight years ago, a dedicated and passionate group of sportsmen in the U .S. 
Congress came together to form the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus (CS C) to protect 
and advance our outdoor traditions of hunting, angling, recreational sho oting, and 
trapping. The Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation (CSF) was formed shortly 
thereafter in 1989 to serve as the link between the sportsmen’s community a nd the CSC.

Building upon the success of the CSC, the National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Caucuses 
(NASC), and the Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus (GSC) were established – in 2004 and 
2009, respectively – to extend the policy network from Washington, DC, to st ates across 
the country. In 2016, the GSC includes 34 members, and NASC includes 48 state 
sportsmen’s caucuses. Because of this strong network, sportsmen and w omen have an 
organized, bipartisan and passionate group of policy-makers at the fede ral and state 
level that directly champion our interests in the political arena.

This report highlights the activities of CSF in 2016, including policy success es and 
events spearheaded by CSF and the Congressional, gubernatorial, and state legislative 
sportsmen’s caucuses we support. This report also provides a look into the fu ture of 
the organization and at the ongoing work we engage in at all levels of government o n 
behalf of America’s sportsmen and women. We look forward to addressing chall enges 
and seizing opportunities for years to come as well as championing successf ul 
pro-sportsmen policies that will bene�t future generations.

Mark DeYoung
Chairman, Board of Directors

CONTENTS
3

3

4

9

13

15

17

18

19

20

21

23

27

28

29

31

34



43

SPORTSMEN’S PACKAGES IN THE 114th CONGRESS
During the 114th Congress, sportsmen’s packages were passed in both the U.S. House of 
Representatives and the Senate. In February, the U.S. House of Representatives voted 242-161 in favor of the 
Sportsmen’s Heritage and Recreational Enhancement Act (H.R. 2406), known as the SHARE Act. This 
comprehensive package of sportsmen’s legislation was introduced by CSC House leadership and 37 bipartisan 
cosponsors. H.R. 2406 included provisions such as: the Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage 
Opportunities Act; the Hunting, Fishing, and Recreational Shooting Protection Act; Target Practice and 
Marksmanship Training Support Act; the Farmer and Hunter Protection Act; the permanent creation of the 
Wildlife and Hunting Heritage Conservation Council Advisory Committee; and the Preserving Public Access to 
Public Water Act, among others.

After �ve years and multiple attempts to pass a sportsmen’s package through the Senate, a 
bipartisan amendment containing many provisions of great importance to the hunting and �shing conservation 
community was adopted with a vote of 97-0 under the Natural Resources Title of the Energy Policy 
Modernization Act (S. 2012) in April. Many of the provisions within this amendment are also included in the 
Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act (S. 405), which was also introduced by CSC leadership. These packages are 
supported by most of the nation’s top conservation organizations.

In October, CSF and 33 other leading hunting, angling and conservation organizations, sent a letter to Senate and 
House Energy bill (S. 2012) conferees in strong support of including important provisions from S. 405 and H.R. 
2406 in �nal conferenced energy legislation. The 47 bipartisan conferees from the Senate and House 
include 34 members of the CSC. While time ran out in the 114th Congress, we were on the cusp of passing this 
package. CSF and the CSC will use this momentum to springboard into the beginning of the 115th Congress.

FEDERAL POLICY
FEDERAL LAND MANAGEMENT POLICY
With many sportsmen and women relying on federal lands for access to hunting and �shing 
opportunities, CSF is committed to ensuring that hunters, anglers, trappers and recreational 
shooters can pursue their cherished pastimes both now and in the future. With the support of CSC 
leaders, 2016 has featured progress on important access initiatives including: 

• Target Practice and Marksmanship Training Support Act
• Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage Opportunities Act
• Federal Land Transaction Facilitation Act
• Preserving Public Access to Public Waters Act
• Making Public Lands Public
• The HUNT Act
• Legislation to allow bow hunters to carry archery equipment through National Park Service 

lands

CSF has also engaged on regulatory and administrative issues impacting sportsmen’s access 
to federal lands throughout the year. Utilizing staff expertise on federal land planning issues and 
leveraging membership in partnerships, CSF has engaged on federal land access issues in 
Arizona, Colorado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, North Carolina, and Oregon in 2016. CSF 
held membership positions in the following Federal Advisory Committees:

• The Federal Lands Hunting, Fishing, and Shooting Sports Roundtable
• The Wildlife and Hunting Heritage Conservation Council
• The Sport Fish and Boating Partnership Council

Throughout the year, CSF has also used the resources at its disposal to advocate for state �sh 
and wildlife management authority on federal lands in Alaska, sought to increase the use of 
sporting community volunteers in efforts to address overpopulated ungulate species on 
National Park Service lands, and worked with partners to develop a list of recommendations for 
sportsmen-centric priorities regarding the establishment and management of National 
Monuments.

“Wildlife for the 21 st Century: Volume V” is the �fth series of 
recommendations from 47 member organizations under the American 

Wildlife Conservation Partners  (AWCP). These recommendations are meant 
to inform the new administration about pressing issues facing wildlife 

conservation and our sporting heritage. Previous versions of this document 
were provided to Presidents Bush and Obama. Each recommendation is 

based on sound science and builds on historical achievements of 
hunter-conservationists. The organizations together envision: the abundance 

and enhancement of all wildlife and private and public habitats; public 
support for hunting, trapping, and America’s conservation heritage; 

natural resources policies that encourage and reward stewardship; and 
citizens committed to scienti�c wildlife management. AWCP is dedicated to 
ensuring the vitality of wildlife resources under state and federal �sh and 

wildlife agencies’ management, with cooperation of local, state, 
and federal governments, which is known as the 
North American Model of Wildlife Conservation.
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CSF, along with the nation’s leading �shing conservation organizations and 
trade associations (American Sport�shing Association, Coastal Conservation 
Association, Center for Coastal Conservation, Guy Harvey Ocean Foundation, 

International Game Fish Association, National Marine Manufacturers 
Association, Recreational Fishing Alliance, The Bill�sh Foundation, and 

Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership), released a landmark series 
of recommendations for the incoming Administration and the new Congress 
that strive to balance improving access to public waters, creating economic 
growth, and enhancing the conservation of marine �sh stocks. The guidance 
for federal policy makers in “ A Vision for Marine Fisheries Management in 
the 21st Century: Priorities for a New Administration ” calls for an end to 
antiquated federal policies that have inhibited a vital source of economic 

growth and a proud American tradition.

FEDERAL FISHERIES MANAGEMENT POLICY
Recreational �shing is a cherished tradition for millions of Americans. Anglers were among 
the nation’s �rst conservationists and continue that legacy today by proudly funding state 
�sheries management through excise taxes on �shing tackle, marine electronics and 
motorboat fuels in addition to their �shing license purchases. CSF is committed to 
protecting and advancing our angling traditions, and with the support of CSC leaders and 
members, several important angling and �shing industry initiatives were advanced in the 
second session of the 114th Congress. These included the Hunting, Fishing and Recreational 
Shooting Protection Act, the Preserving Public Access to Public Waters Act, the 
Recreational Fishing and Hunting Heritage Opportunities Act, the National Fish Habitat 
Conservation Through Partnerships Act, and the Gulf States Red Snapper Management 
Authority Act.

In 2016, CSF was actively involved on regulatory and administrative issues impacting 
anglers and angling access. Utilizing staff expertise on �sheries management issues and 
working with partners in the sport�shing community, CSF was instrumental in organizing 
the Gulf Angler Focus Group Initiative, an effort to bring together recreational anglers from 
across the Gulf of Mexico to �nd solutions for red snapper management under the existing 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council process. CSF also engaged the White House 
Center for Environmental Quality in advocating for the protection of angling access in newly 
designated marine monuments, worked to ensure lead �shing tackle was exempted from 
regulation under the Toxic Substance Control Act in FY 2017 appropriations language and 
advocated against a measure in the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council that would 
pave the way for sector separation and catch-shares in the recreational �shing sector.

GULF OF MEXICO RED SNAPPER
Once considered “over�shed” from the late 1970s 
through the early 2000s, the red snapper population 
has turned the corner and is rapidly rebuilding in the 
Gulf. However, what was once a 180-day recreational 
season in federal waters (2007) was reduced to just 11 
days in 2016 - ironically as a result of the recovery in 
the �shery. As the red snapper population grows both in 
size and abundance, the recreational sector is allowed 
fewer and fewer days to �sh each year because the 
increased size and availability of red snapper 
results in anglers reaching their predicted 
hard-poundage quota more quickly. Unfortunately, 
provisions in the Magnuson-Stevens Act prohibit any 
�exibility in the way the �shery is managed. H.R. 3094 
seeks to transfer management authority to the states, 
who have proven they can collect more accurate data, 
both �shery dependent (estimates of angler harvest) 
and independent (actual population data). This 
state-based management would allow for a more 
ef�cient, robust management strategy and increased 
access by the American public, while still maintaining a 
healthy and growing red snapper population.



BLUE RIBBON PANEL ON SUSTAINING AMERICA’S DIVERSE FISH & WILDLIFE 
RESOURCES
In March, the Blue Ribbon Panel released recommendations which call for an 
additional funding approach that will help ensure all �sh and wildlife are conserved 
in the future. Speci�cally this proposal requests that Congress dedicate $1.3 billion 
annually in existing revenue from the development of energy and mineral 
resources on federal lands and waters to the Wildlife Conservation Restoration 
Program. These funds would provide states with resources needed to implement 
State Wildlife Action Plans designed to conserve 12,000 at-risk species.

Addressing the Blue Ribbon Panel recommendation, in July, Congressman Don 
Young (R-AK) and Congresswoman Debbie Dingell (D-MI) introduced the bipartisan 
Recovering America’s Wildlife Act (H.R. 5650).

Recognizing that hunters and anglers are the primary funders of wildlife 
conservation today, this bill simply uses funding for conservation from other 
sectors that also utilize the nation’s natural resources.

The Blue Ribbon Panel is co-chaired by former Wyoming Governor David 
Freudenthal and founder of Bass Pro Shops Johnny Morris, and includes 
representatives from the outdoor recreation retail and manufacturing sector, 
energy and automotive industries, private landowners, educational institutions, 
conservation organizations, other sportsmen’s groups, and �sh and wildlife 
agencies. CSF President Jeff Crane joins 25 other leaders on this Panel.

7

“This legislation takes a unique 
approach to allow states to make 

responsible management decisions 
at home”

- Rep. Don Young (AK)

“The Recovering America’s Wildlife 
Act builds off the successes of 

previous efforts including 
Pittman-Robertson, 

Dingell-Johnson, and the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund”

- Rep. Debbie Dingell (MI)

CSF BREAKFAST BRIEFINGS 
Throughout the year, CSF hosts several policy brie�ngs on Capitol Hill to inform and educate Members of 
Congress and stakeholders on pertinent federal policies affecting the sportsmen’s community and 
industry. In 2016, brie�ng topics included:

Modernizing the Pittman-Robertson Fund Today for Tomorrow’s Needs : 
Extending �nancial and technical assistance to the states for the promotion of hunting and 
recreational shooting

The Blue Ribbon Panel on Sustaining America’s Diverse Fish & Wildlife Resources : 
Recommendations on securing $1.3 billion in additional funding for conserving 12,000 at-risk species

60-in-60: Charting a New Course for the Future of Angling and Fisheries Conservation : 
A campaign aiming to increase the number of anglers from 46 million to 60 million in 60 months

8
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STATE POLICY

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT TO HUNT, FISH AND HARVEST WILDLIFE
CSF recognizes that anti-hunting interests pose a threat to longstanding outdoor traditions 
throughout the country. Consequently, the organization has leveraged relationships with 
sportsman-legislators across the nation to promote and advance efforts intended to 
protect these traditions by enshrining citizens’ right to partake in hunting, angling and trapping 
in state constitutions. Twenty-one states currently have the Constitutional right to hunt and 
�sh, with Kansas and Indiana voters adding this right to their constitutions in 2016. The 
Vermont Constitution included this right in 1777. Since 1996, 20 other states have added the 
right to hunt, �sh and harvest wildlife to their constitutions in order to protect and advance 
their sporting heritage. Recently, anti-hunting organizations have questioned the inherent 
right to hunt and �sh, making this Constitutional amendment more important than ever for 
ensuring America’s sporting heritage in the future.

FAMILIES AFIELD: IMPROVING EASE OF ENTRY TO HUNTING
CSF is a member of the Families A�eld Coalition, which works to advance 

apprentice hunting license policy in states throughout the nation. The apprentice 
hunting license is a valuable recruitment tool that provides novice hunters the 

opportunity to hunt under the supervision of a licensed hunter before they have 
completed their hunter education course. This “try before you buy” approach 

makes entry into hunting less challenging for new recruits and allows new 
participants to receive hands-on experience from an experienced mentor. As of 
2016, 39 states had approved apprentice hunting license programs, and over 1.5 

million apprentice licenses had been sold nationwide. CSF will remain 
committed to improving hunter recruitment and retention through the 

advancement of sound policies, such as Families A�eld, that reduce barriers to 
participation in our time-honored traditions. In 2016, Hawaii, New York, 

Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin all worked on legislation to expand their apprentice 
program. CSF will continue to work with these states in the years ahead to advance 

these bills to their respective governors’ desks.

SUNDAY HUNTING ADVANCEMENTS: PROVIDING ACCESS & OPPORTUNITY
CSF is a member of the Sunday Hunting Coalition which works to remove state restrictions on Sunday hunting 
wherever possible. Sunday hunting restrictions originated as “blue laws” that were designed to regulate activities on 
Sundays for religious reasons. Sunday hunting restrictions have no basis in wildlife management, severely limit 
opportunities for hunters and negatively impact hunter recruitment, retention and reactivation. Blue Laws across the 
country have been rolled back over time, yet 11 states still restrict Sunday hunting in some manner (e.g. allowed on 
private lands only, various time/place restrictions, archery for deer only or allowed on a county-by-county basis). Three of 
the eleven states completely prohibit hunting on Sunday. While expanding hunting opportunities to seven days a week has 
been a challenge, incremental progress has been made in recent years with success in Virginia on private lands (2014), 
Connecticut with private lands archery hunting for deer (2015), and North Carolina on private lands with various minor 
restrictions (2015).  In 2016, a caucus priority bill in Delaware passed, allowing deer hunting on �ve Sundays during the 
�rearms season.  Maryland also passed several bills that increase Sunday hunting opportunities on a county-by-county 
basis. Additionally, 2016 legislative efforts to repeal Sunday hunting bans in Pennsylvania and West Virginia were 
spearheaded by the respective sportsmen’s caucuses and heavily supported by CSF staff but both efforts ultimately 
stalled. On November 8, 11 counties in West Virginia voted to allow Sunday hunting on private lands.  CSF will continue its 
work with the Sunday Hunting Coalition to expand seven-day hunting opportunities in the 11 states with Sunday hunting 
laws on the books. 

ENCOURAGING FIREARM SUPPRESSORS OWNERSHIP & USE AFIELD
Suppressors, also known as silencers, are the hearing protection of the 21 st century 
sportsman. Despite common myths and misconceptions, suppressors do not silence host 
�rearms. Engineered to reduce the sound signature of a gunshot, minimize felt recoil, and 
increase accuracy, suppressors are quickly becoming the favored accessory of shooters 
nationwide. They work by trapping the expanding gasses at the muzzle of a �rearm, 
allowing them to slowly cool, in a similar fashion to car muf�ers. By decreasing the overall 
sound signature, suppressors help to conserve the hearing of recreational shooters, 
hunters, and hunting dogs around the world. While there remains a large amount of 
misinformation concerning suppressors, they are a useful tool with multiple positive 
applications. Suppressors are currently legal to own in 42 states and are legal to use while 
hunting in 40 states. Iowa, Michigan, New Hampshire, and Vermont all expanded suppressor 
ownership and/or use a�eld in 2016. CSF through working with state legislative sportsmen’s 
caucuses, has continually been at the forefront of pro-suppressor legislation in recent years 
to ensure sportsmen and women are afforded the same hearing protection bene�ts across 
the nation.
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PROTECTING THE USE OF TRADITIONAL LEAD AMMUNITION
In recent years, anti-hunting interests have utilized unfounded allegations about the 
detrimental impact of lead ammunition on wildlife populations as a means to ban or place 
severe restrictions on the use of lead ammunition for hunting. Such efforts pose a signi�cant 
threat to the ethics of scienti�c �sh and wildlife management, and especially to revenues that 
�ow to state �sh and wildlife agencies via excise taxes on �rearms and ammunition. Working 
with partners in the hunting and recreational shooting industries, as well as with state �sh and 
wildlife agency personnel, CSF has sought to educate lawmakers about the negative 
impacts of lead ammunition bans on hunting, shooting, and conservation, and the continued 
need for science-based management of wildlife. California most famously passed legislation 
in 2013 (implemented in 2015 by the California Fish and Game Commission) to ban the use of 
lead ammo for hunting on lands throughout the state.

In 2016, CSF worked with partners to oppose a proposal from the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR) to restrict the use of lead shot on wildlife management areas in 
the Farmland Zone (600,000 acres of public land), and these efforts ultimately proved 
centric to the MDNR’s decision to not pursue the matter in the immediate future. In Oregon, 
CSF has continued to work closely behind the scenes with state and national partners to 
monitor potential efforts and to develop strategies to address any attempted ban or restriction 
on lead ammunition, which is especially important in light of the fact that the Oregon Zoo has 
hired a lead outreach coordinator whose job is to encourage sportsmen in Oregon to abandon 
the use of lead ammo. In early January, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife noti�ed 
CSF that legislators indicated they did not plan to pursue any bans on lead ammunition during 
the 2016 legislative session, which proved true.

PROTECTING TRAPPING AS AN AMERICAN TRADITION
Trapping is an extremely important wildlife management tool, and an integral component of 
America’s sporting heritage. However, it is also viewed as an easy target by anti-sportsmen 
organizations, and thus serves as the “canary in the coal mine” for anti-sportsmen activities. 
Each year, anti-trapping bills are introduced in states throughout the nation. To push back 
against anti-sportsmen organizations, sportsmen’s caucuses in several states have begun 
introducing pro-trapping bills which would expand trapping allowances for their sportsmen 
and women constituents. In 2016, CSF worked with sportsmen’s caucuses and their 
members in 16 states on a variety of trapping provisions, and will continue to remain 
vigilantly engaged on this issue in the years ahead.

ANGLING ACCESS & OPPORTUNITIES
With more than 40 million anglers spending around $48 billion annually and supporting more 
than 800,000 jobs, recreational �shing is not only an important outdoor heritage and 
economic driver for the nation, but �shing and boating provide a signi�cant source of 
conservation funding through license fees and excises taxes on �shing equipment and 
motorboat fuel. Unfortunately, each year we see threats to our ability to go �shing on various 
fronts, whether it be outright closures of public waters to �shing, �shing access on navigable 
waters, emotionally driven efforts to ban lead sinkers or soft arti�cial lures without scienti�c 
justi�cation, commercially biased federal mismanagement of recreationally important marine 
species, or invasive species regulations that impede angling and boating access, to name a 
few. In 2016, CSF worked with a number of state sportsmen’s caucuses and governors’ of�ces 
to address challenges to angling participation, such as efforts to establish marine protected 
areas along Florida’s east coast, a legislative attempt to close �shing access to a water supply 
lake in Vermont, supporting state-based management of marine �sheries in the Gulf of 
Mexico. CSF will continue to work diligently to ensure threats to angling access are addressed, 
as well as seek opportunities to encourage angling participation, in the coming years.

ESTABLISHING WILDLIFE COUNCILS FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION
CSF has been a leading voice in the discussion on state wildlife councils for public education, such as the 
Hug-a-Hunter model utilized by Colorado and the recently adopted Michigan Wildlife Council. These programs 
seek to educate the non-hunting and angling public on the numerous bene�ts that sportsmen and women 
provide for conservation. Such educational campaigns are among the best ways to ensure hunting, angling, 
and trapping opportunities for the future. During the off-session year of 2016, CSF continued to assist in-state 
sportsmen’s NGOs in Nevada on draft legislation to create a wildlife council in the state. In addition to 
reviewing and providing advice on legislation and coordinating contact between key sportsmen’s contacts, CSF 
also worked to encourage communication between in-state partners and the Nevada Department of Wildlife 
on the issue to ensure broad support for the policy. In addition to providing assistance with the wildlife council 
legislative concept, CSF is also working to convene a Caucus brie�ng on the subject with the Co-Chairs and 
members of the Nevada Sportsmen’s Caucus for late 2016/early 2017.

Additionally, CSF prepared and provided a brie�ng packet on the history/legislation/key considerations/state 
examples of state wildlife councils for public education to leadership in the Association of Fish and Wildlife 
Agencies (AFWA) to use at their September retreat with state �sh and wildlife directors. This was done in part to 
help directors better understand the issue and to create greater support among directors for the establishment 
of state wildlife councils in their respective states.
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2016 CSF EVENTS

GSC Vice-Chair Gov. Peter Shumlin (VT) recieved the 
NASC Heritage Award. Photo with Joshua Waldron 
(SilencerCo, LLC) at the GSC Reception in Washington, DC

CSC Members at the Congressional Shoot-Out in Maryland

Greg Schildwachter (Watershed Results), Rep. Steve 
Scalise (LA) (House Majority Whip), Gordon Merritt (FNH 
USA), Jeff Crane (CSF), Mark Cherpes (FNH USA) at the 
Congressional Shoot-Out

Erin Cox (Winchester) won Top Gun Female at the 
Congressional Shoot-Out (with CSF Board Vice-Chair 
Paul Miller and CSF President Jeff Crane)

Sen. Tom Berryhill (California Sportsmen’s 
Caucus Co-Chair), Richard Petty at 
Wine, Wings & Wildlife in California

FOLLOW CSF ON SOCIAL MEDIA @HUNTERANDANGLER

CSF President Jeff Crane, Rep. Rob Bishop (UT) 
(House Natural Resources Committee Chair), CSF 
Board Chair Mark DeYoung (Vista Outdoor Inc.), Rep. 
Rob Wittman (VA) (CSC Co-Chair), Rep. Bob Latta 
(OH), Rep. Glenn Thompson (PA) at the RNC Stars & 
Stripes Shoot-Out outside Cleveland, OH

Sen. Joe Manchin (WV) (CSC Co-Chair), 
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (ND) (CSC Vice-

Chair), Sen. Martin Heinrich (NM) at the 
DNC Democratic Luncheon 

in Philadelphia, PA

#SPORTSMENFOR2016

Beginners learning about �rearm safety and the 
shooting sports at the August Recess Shoot-Out

Sen. Lisa Murkowski (AK) and Sen. Martin Heinrich 
(NM) speak about the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act at 
the 27th Annual Banquet & Auction

CSC leadership at the 27th Annual Banquet & Auction

CSF Board Chair Mark DeYoung (Vista Outdoor Inc.), 
Johnny Morris (Bass Pro Shops), Richard Childress (RCR 
Racing), CSF President Jeff Crane at Wine, Wheels & Wildlife 

2016 NASC Executive Council
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LEGISLATORS ON THE WATER AND IN THE FIELD

CSC Vice-Chair Rep. Jeff Duncan (SC) turkey 
hunting with his son CSC Co-Chair Sen. Joe 

Manchin (WV) 

NASC EC member Rep. Bill Rehm (NM) �shing in 
New Mexico

CSC Vice-Chair Sen. Deb 
Fischer (NE)

CSC Co-Chair Sen. Jim Risch (ID) hunting with his 
son and grandson

CSC Co-Chair Rep. Tim Walz 
(MN)

CSC Member Sen. Lisa 
Murkowski (AK) hunting with 
her family

CSC Co-Chair Rep. Rob Wittman (VA) red snapper 
�shing

CSC Vice-Chair Rep. Gene Green 
(TX) deer hunting with his son

NASC Vice President Rep. Brandon Phelps (IL) 
deer hunting

NASC Executive Council member Rep. Jeff Goley (NH)
enjoying the shooting sports

NASC President Sen. Robin 
Webb (KY)

NASC Secretary Rep. Mark 
Neuman (AK)

NASC Executive Council 
member Sen. Mike Green (MI)

NASC Executive Council 
member Rep. Sal Esquivel (OR)

                 CAU C U S    
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CONTRIBUTIONS OF AMERICA’S TRUE

CONSERVATIONISTS
HOW SPORTSMEN AND WOMEN SUPPORT THE

AMERICAN SYSTEM OF CONSERVATION FUNDING
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THE TRUE IDENTITY OF AMERICA’S CONSERVATIONISTS

The following letter was signed by 37 leading conservation organizations from the American Wildlife 
Conservation Partners, including the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation:

At the beginning of the 20 th century, Gifford Pinchot, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service and one of the fathers of the 
American conservation movement, developed the now widely accepted de�nition of conservation as the “wise use 
of the Earth and its resources for the lasting good of men.” According to Pinchot, the purpose of conservation is 
to produce “the greatest good for the greatest number for the longest time,” with sound science as the recognized 
tool to accomplish this objective. 

Conservationists are people who support and/or engage in this approach to natural resource management.  
Hunters and anglers are among the �rst Americans to endorse the idea.  Their legacy is now over 100 years old.  
Through their leadership, state agencies were established to manage our nation’s �sh and wildlife, and to adopt 
laws and create programs to conserve these public trust resources. 

Arguably, the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Programs (WSFR), a key component of the American System of 
Conservation Funding, were the most important of these programs to be created. Through this unique “user-pays, 
public-bene�ts” system, sportsmen and women are the primary funders of wildlife conservation, providing 
upwards of 80% of the funding for state �sh and wildlife agencies. They also �nancially support conservation 
through the purchase of hunting and �shing licenses and permits, Duck Stamps, �rearms, ammunition and archery 
equipment, philanthropy, and the creation of organizations whose sole mission is the restoration and enhancement 
of species of wildlife.

Unfortunately, the tremendous contribution made by sportsmen and women toward the restoration and 
conservation of our wildlife resources remains largely unknown to the general public.  This situation is exacerbated 
by the media’s broad-based use of the term “conservationist.” They are unable to distinguish between 
individuals and organizations that �nancially support wildlife conservation and those that don’t. The latter include 
animal rights and anti-hunting organizations, those whose funding is spent primarily on litigating resource 
management decisions and those that promote a preservationist “don’t touch” philosophy in wildlife management.   

It is not by accident that these groups and through their interaction with the media seized upon the term 
“conservationist” in order to cloak their preservationist, anti-consumptive use philosophy.  In the 1990’s, labels 
such as “environmentalist,” “protectionist,” and “animal rightist,” became undesirable labels.  These groups began 
the calculated adoption of the term “conservationist” in an effort to reverse the political and societal credibility that 
they were beginning to lose.

It is critical that we educate the American public about the fact that hunting, angling, recreational shooting, and 
trapping are closely related to �sh and wildlife conservation.  In fact, it is almost universally impossible to speak of 
one without the other. The term “conservationist” must be rightfully applied.  

Using phrases like “sportsmen and other conservationists,” or “sportsmen-conservationists” when describing 
ourselves accurately characterizes the relationship between sportsmen and women and our nation’s natural 
resources.  “Conservationist” is a title sportsmen and women helped create, work hard to maintain, and are proud 
to rightfully claim.  They truly earned and deserve this distinctive designation.  

The community of hunters and anglers must take every available opportunity to educate the American people and 
the media on what the term “conservationist” means, who the conservationists are, and what conservationists 
have achieved in making this country’s wildlife resources the envy of the world.
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THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF CONSERVATION FUNDING

The 75th Anniversary of the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration (WSFR) program, in 2012, presented the 
hunting and angling conservation community with an ideal opportunity to refocus, rede�ne, and reclaim the 
notable story as America’s original conservationists. The idea of conservation in America began with 
members of the sportsmen’s community, who introduced game laws and programs to protect natural 
resources – leading to the creation of �sh and wildlife agencies. Today, WSFR contributions are still aimed 
directly at conservation funding and largely affect resources used by Americans.  Many are unaware of 
the multitude of bene�ts that affect all Americans – consumptive and non-consumptive users alike – that 
have resulted from the efforts of the sportsmen’s community.  In order to foster greater understanding of 
the positive impacts hunting, recreational angling, and shooting have for our society, the WSFR program 
should be rede�ned as the American System of Conservation Funding – a “user pays-public bene�ts” 
program . 

Seventy-nine years ago, the hunting community initiated this system with the passage of the Federal Aid in 
Wildlife Restoration Act (Pittman-Robertson Act) which directed excise taxes on �rearms and ammunition 
to a dedicated fund to be used speci�cally for conservation purposes. Further, revenue from sportsmen’s 
licenses was permanently linked to conservation through the establishment of this program, laying the 
foundation for what is now the American System of Conservation Funding. Through time, this System has 
expanded and now includes the �shing and boating communities -with the passage of the Federal Aid in 
Sport�sh Restoration Act (also known as the Dingell-Johnson Act, and the subsequent Wallop-Breaux 
Amendment) as well as the archery community. The funds collected through this program are the 
lifeblood of state �sh and wildlife agencies – the primary managers of our nation’s �sh and wildlife 
resources. These critical conservation dollars fund a variety of efforts including: enhanced �sh and wildlife 
habitat and populations, recreational access to public and private lands, shooting ranges and boat access 
facilities, wetlands protection and its associated water �ltration and �ood retention functions, and 
improved soil and water conservation - all which bene�t the American public .  

Conservation is critically important to hunters, anglers, boaters, and shooters alike. The term 
‘conservation,’ as understood by the sportsmen’s community, can be traced back to Gifford Pinchot of the 
U.S. Forest Service. Pinchot de�ned conservation as the “wise use of the Earth and its resources for the 
lasting good of men.” Along with the use of a resource comes the responsibility of careful resource 
management. America’s sportsmen and women are the original conservationists, who exemplify the 
laudable de�nition of conservation advanced by Pinchot, and remain dedicated to the stewardship of our 
natural resources. 

Having just celebrated the 75 th Anniversary of the WSFR program, we are now presented with the 
opportunity to more broadly portray sportsmen and women as providers of bene�ts to the greater 
public. Natural resource management agencies nation-wide should work alongside the hunting and angling 
conservation community to develop and implement strategies that promote understanding of the historic 
and current roles that this community holds in �sh and wildlife conservation.  A primary focus must be to 
enhance recognition that a subset of users – hunters, anglers, recreational shooters, and boaters – largely 
foot the bill for programs that help deliver abundant �sh and wildlife, clean water, healthy landscapes, and 
access to these resources that are enjoyed by the public at-large.

In a time of changing social, economic, and environmental dynamics, it is crucial that the public 
understands the commitment that America’s sportsmen and women have to conservation. Revamping the 
commonly used, descriptive terminology associated with the System to “user pays-public bene�ts” is 
critical to furthering the public’s understanding of the American System of Conservation Funding as being 
vital to the future of outdoor recreation and natural resource management.

In recognition of contributions that hunters and anglers make to �sh and wildlife conservation, CSF staff worked with 36 governors 
across the country to sign proclamations declaring Saturday, September 24, 2016 as National Hunting and Fishing Day. Thank you 
to the following governors for signing proclamations in 2016:

Governor Robert Bentley (AL) *
Governor Bill Walker (AK) * 
Govenor Douglas Ducey (AZ)
Governor Asa Hutchinson (AR) * 
Governor Edmund (Jerry) Brown (CA) 
Governor Rick Scott (FL) * 
Governor Nathan Deal (GA) * 
Governor C.L. Butch Otter (ID) * 
Governor Mike Pence (IN) *
Governor Terry Branstad (IA) * 
Governor Sam Brownback (KS) * 
Governor Matthew Bevin (KY) 
Governor Paul LaPage (ME) 
Governor Charles Baker (MA)
Governor Rick Snyder (MI) * 
Governor Phil Bryant (MS), Co-Chair*
Governor Jay Nixon (MO)
Governor Steve Bullock (MT) * (letter)

Governor Pete Ricketts (NE) *
Governor Brian Sandoval (NV) * 
Governor Chris Christie (NJ) 
Governor Pat McCrory (NC) * 
Governor Jack Dalrymple (ND) * 
Governor John Kasich (OH)
Governor Mary Fallin (OK) * 
Governor Kate Brown (OR) 
Governor Tom Wolf (PA) * 
Governor Bill Haslam (TN) * 
Governor Greg Abbott (TX) * 
Governor Gary Herbert (UT) *
Governor Peter Shumlin (VT), Vice-Chair *  
Governor Terry McAuliffe (VA) 
Governor Jay Inslee (WA) 
Governor Earl Ray Tomblin (WV), Co-Chair *   
Governor Scott Walker (WI)* 
Governor Matt Mead (WY), Vice-Chair *

NATIONAL HUNTING AND FISHING DAY

Proclamation signing with Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus Co-Chair Phil Bryant in Mississippi

* Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus member
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62
Senate Caucus Members

233
House Caucus Members

295
Total Caucus Members

CO-CHAIRS

Sen. Jim Risch (ID) Sen. Joe Manchin (WV)

Rep. Rob Wittman (VA) Rep. Tim Walz (MN)

VICE-CHAIRS

Sen. Deb Fischer (NE) Sen. Heidi Heitkamp (ND)

Rep. Jeff Duncan (SC) Rep. Gene Green (TX)

ALABAMA
Sen. Jeff Sessions
Sen. Richard Shelby
Rep. Robert Aderholt
Rep. Mo Brooks
Rep. Bradley Byrne
Rep. Gary Palmer  
Rep. Martha Roby
Rep. Mike Rogers

ALASKA
Sen. Lisa Murkowski
Sen. Dan Sullivan
Rep. Don Young

ARIZONA
Sen. John McCain
Rep. Trent Franks
Rep. Paul Gosar
Rep. Matt Salmon
Rep. David Schweikert

ARKANSAS
Sen. John Boozman
Sen. Tom Cotton
Rep. Rick Crawford
Rep. French Hill
Rep. Bruce Westerman
Rep. Steve Womack

CALIFORNIA
Rep. Ken Calvert
Rep. Jim Costa
Rep. Jeff Denham
Rep. John Garamendi
Rep. Mike Honda
Rep. Jared Huffman
Rep. Duncan Hunter
Rep. Doug LaMalfa
Rep. Tom McClintock
Rep. Dana Rohrabacher
Rep. Edward Royce
Rep. Loretta Sanchez
Rep. Mike Thompson
Rep. David Valadao

COLORADO
Sen. Cory Gardner
Rep. Mike Coffman
Rep. Doug Lamborn
Rep. Jared Polis
Rep. Scott Tipton

CONNECTICUT
Rep. Joe Courtney
Rep. John Larson

DELAWARE
Sen. Tom Carper

FLORIDA
Rep. Gus Bilirakis
Rep. Vern Buchanan
Rep. Ander Crenshaw
Rep. Alcee Hastings
Rep. David Jolly
Rep. John Mica
Rep. Jeff Miller
Rep. Patrick Murphy
Rep. Rich Nugent
Rep. Bill Posey
Rep. Thomas Rooney
Rep. Dennis Ross
Rep. Ted Yoho

GEORGIA
Sen. Johnny Isakson
Sen. David Perdue
Rep. Rick Allen 
Rep. Sanford Bishop
Rep. Earl ‘Buddy’ Carter
Rep. Doug Collins
Rep. Tom Graves
Rep. Jody Hice
Rep. Tom Price
Rep. James (Austin) Scott
Rep. Lynn Westmoreland

HAWAII
Sen. Brian Schatz

IDAHO
Sen. Mike Crapo
Sen. Jim Risch
Rep. Raul Labrador
Rep. Mike Simpson

ILLINOIS
Sen. Richard Durbin
Rep. Mike Bost
Rep. Cheri Bustos 
Rep. Danny Davis
Rep. Rodney Davis
Rep. Robert Dold 
Rep. Randy Hultgren
Rep. Adam Kinzinger
Rep. Peter Roskam
Rep. John Shimkus

INDIANA
Sen. Joe Donnelly
Rep. Susan Brooks
Rep. Larry Bucshon
Rep. Todd Rokita
Rep. Marlin Stutzman
Rep. Jackie Walorski
Rep. Todd C. Young

IOWA
Sen. Charles Grassley
Rep. Rod Blum
Rep. Steve King
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KANSAS
Sen. Jerry Moran
Rep. Tim Huelskamp
Rep. Lynn Jenkins
Rep. Mike Pompeo
Rep. Kevin Yoder

KENTUCKY
Sen. Mitch McConnell
Rep. Andy Barr
Rep. Brett Guthrie
Rep. Thomas Massie 
Rep. Harold Rogers
Rep. Ed Whit�eld

LOUISIANA
Sen. Bill Cassidy
Sen. David Vitter
Rep. Ralph Abraham
Rep. Charles Boustany, Jr.
Rep. John Fleming
Rep. Garret Graves
Rep. Cedric Richmond
Rep. Steve Scalise

MAINE
Sen. Susan Collins
Sen. Angus King Jr. 
Rep. Bruce Poliquin

MARYLAND
Rep. Andy Harris

MASSACHUSETTS 
Rep. Seth Moulton 

MICHIGAN
Sen. Debbie Stabenow
Rep. Dan Benishek
Rep. Mike Bishop
Rep. Debbie Dingell
Rep. Bill Huizenga
Rep. Candice Miller
Rep. John Moolenaar
Rep. Fred Upton
Rep. Tim Walberg

MINNESOTA
Sen. Al Franken
Sen. Amy Klobuchar
Rep. Tom Emmer
Rep. John Kline
Rep. Rick Nolan 
Rep. Erik Paulsen
Rep. Collin Peterson
Rep. Tim Walz

MISSISSIPPI
Sen. Thad Cochran
Sen. Roger Wicker
Rep. Trent Kelly 
Rep. Steven Palazzo
Rep. Bennie Thompson

MISSOURI
Sen. Roy Blunt
Sen. Claire McCaskill
Rep. Sam Graves
Rep. Vicky Hartzler
Rep. Billy Long
Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer
Rep. Jason Smith
Rep. Ann Wagner

MONTANA
Sen. Steve Daines
Sen. Jon Tester
Rep. Ryan Zinke

NEBRASKA
Sen. Deb Fischer 
Rep. Brad Ashford
Rep. Jeff Fortenberry
Rep. Adrian Smith

NEVADA
Sen. Dean Heller
Rep. Mark Amodei
Rep. Cresent Hardy

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Sen. Jeanne Shaheen
Rep. Frank Guinta

NEW JERSEY
Rep. Leonard Lance
Rep. Frank LoBiondo
Rep. Chris Smith

NEW MEXICO
Sen. Martin Heinrich
Sen. Tom Udall
Rep. Ben Lujan
Rep. Steve Pearce

NEW YORK
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand
Rep. Chris Collins 
Rep. Richard Hanna
Rep. Peter King
Rep. Tom Reed
Rep. Elise Stefanik

NORTH CAROLINA
Sen. Richard Burr
Sen. Thom Tillis
Rep. Renee Ellmers
Rep. Virginia Foxx
Rep. George Holding
Rep. Richard Hudson
Rep. Walter Jones
Rep. Patrick McHenry
Rep. Mark Meadows
Rep. Robert Pittenger
Rep. David Rouzer
Rep. Mark Walker

NORTH DAKOTA
Sen. Heidi Heitkamp
Sen. John Hoeven
Rep. Kevin Cramer

OHIO
Sen. Robert Portman
Rep. Bob Gibbs
Rep. Bill Johnson
Rep. Jim Jordan
Rep. David Joyce
Rep. Bob Latta
Rep. Tim Ryan
Rep. Steve Stivers
Rep. Patrick Tiberi
Rep. Brad Wenstrup

OKLAHOMA
Sen. James Inhofe
Sen. James Lankford
Rep. Tom Cole
Rep. Frank Lucas
Rep. Markwayne Mullin
Rep. Steve Russell

OREGON
Sen. Jeff Merkley
Rep. Peter DeFazio
Rep. Kurt Schrader
Rep. Greg Walden

PENNSYLVANIA
Sen. Robert Casey, Jr.
Rep. Michael Doyle
Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick
Rep. Mike Kelly
Rep. Tom Marino
Rep. Tim Murphy
Rep. Scott Perry 
Rep. Joe Pitts
Rep. Bill Shuster
Rep. Glenn Thompson, Jr.

SOUTH CAROLINA
Sen. Lindsey Graham
Sen. Tim Scott
Rep. Jeff Duncan
Rep. Mick Mulvaney
Rep. Joe Wilson 

SOUTH DAKOTA
Sen. Mike Rounds
Sen. John Thune
Rep. Kristi Noem

TENNESSEE
Sen. Lamar Alexander
Sen. Bob Corker
Rep. Diane Black
Rep. Marsha Blackburn
Rep. Jim Cooper
Rep. Scott Desjarlais
Rep. Jimmy Duncan, Jr.
Rep. Stephen Fincher
Rep. Charles Fleischman
Rep. Phil Roe

TEXAS
Sen. John Cornyn
Rep. Brian Babin
Rep. Joe Barton
Rep. Kevin Brady
Rep. Michael Burgess
Rep. John Carter
Rep. Mike Conaway
Rep. Henry Cuellar
Rep. Blake Farenthold
Rep. Bill Flores
Rep. Kay Granger
Rep. Gene Green
Rep. Jeb Hensarling
Rep. Ruben Hinojosa
Rep. Will Hurd
Rep. Sam Johnson
Rep. Kenny Marchant
Rep. Mike McCaul
Rep. Randy Neugebauer
Rep. Pete Olson
Rep. Ted Poe
Rep. John Ratcliffe
Rep. Pete Sessions

TEXAS continued
Rep. Lamar Smith
Rep. Mac Thornberry
Rep. Marc Veasey
Rep. Randy Weber
Rep. Roger Williams

UTAH
Sen. Orrin Hatch
Sen. Mike Lee
Rep. Rob Bishop
Rep. Jason Chaffetz
Rep. Mia Love
Rep. Chris Stewart

VERMONT
Sen. Bernard Sanders
Rep. Peter Welch

VIRGINIA
Sen. Mark Warner
Rep. Dave Brat
Rep. J. Randy Forbes
Rep. Bob Goodlatte
Rep. H. Morgan Grif�th
Rep. Robert Hurt
Rep. Scott Rigell
Rep. Rob Wittman

WASHINGTON
Rep. Jaime Herrera Beutler
Rep. Dan Newhouse
Rep. Dave Reichert
Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers

WEST VIRGINIA
Sen. Joe Manchin III
Sen. Shelley Moore Capito
Rep. Evan Jenkins
Rep. David McKinley
Rep. Alex Mooney 

WISCONSIN
Rep. Glenn Grothman
Rep. Ron Kind
Rep. Paul Ryan

WYOMING
Sen. John Barrasso
Sen. Mike Enzi
Rep. Cynthia Lummis

*As of: 12/6/2016
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CONGRESSIONAL SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS MEMBERS 
IN THE 114th CONGRESS



CSF set out to create a network of state legislative sportsmen’s caucuses, and in 2 004 the 
National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Caucuses (NASC) was launched. Currently, with 48 
state legislative sportsmen’s caucuses, and over 2,000 state legislators u nited under the 
NASC umbrella, NASC facilitates the interaction and exchange of ideas among s tate 
caucus leaders and the outdoor community. NASC is staffed through CSF, with a dedicat ed 
staff member in each region.

Senator Robin Webb (KY) 
PRESIDENT 

Representative Mark Neuman (AK) 
SECRETARY

Representative Brandon Phelps (IL)
VICE PRESIDENT

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUSES EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

PAST PRESIDENTS
Representative Mike Pitts (SC)
Senator John Astle (MD)

MEMBERS
Senator Mike Green (MI)
Senator Bill Heath (GA)
Delegate Wendell Beitzel (MD)
Representative Linda Black (MO)
Representative Patrick Brennan (VT)
Representative Sal Esquivel (OR)
Representative Jeff Goley (NH)
Representative Bill Rehm (NM)
Representative Brian White (SC)

ALTERNATE MEMBER
Senator Pam Roach (WA)
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2016 NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUSES AND  
GOVERNORS SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS MEMBERS

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUSES

States represented within the Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus

Northeast

Midwest

West

Southeast

Contact 

Northeast: Brent Miller brent@sportsmenslink.org 802.430.71 71

Northeast: Alana Barricks alana@sportsmenslink.org 202.543. 6850 x18

Southeast: Bee Frederick bee@sportsmenslink.org 334.593.698 8

Southeast: John Culclasure john@sportsmenslink.org 828.713.39 33

Midwest: Zachary Sheldon zachary@sportsmenslink.org 651.444. 8339

Midwest: Joel Hodgdon joel@sportsmenslink.org 202.253.6883

Midwest: Chris Horton chris@sportsmenslink.org 501.865.1475

West: Zach Widner zach@sportsmenslink.org 503.747.5815

West: Andy Treharne andy@sportsmenslink.org 202.594.7973

West: Soren Nelson soren@sportsmenslink.org 916.633.3664

States represented within the National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Cauc uses

West

Midwest

Northeast

West

Southeast

Midwest



ALABAMA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Del Marsh
Rep. Randy Davis

ALASKA LEGISLATIVE 
OUTDOOR HERITAGE 
CAUCUS
Sen. Donald Olson
Sen. Bill Stoltze
Rep. Wes Keller
Rep. Geran Tarr

ARIZONA LEGISLATORS 
FOR WILDLIFE 
Rep. Lupe Contreras
Rep. Karen Fann
Rep. David Gowan

ARKANSAS LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Jonathan Dismang
Sen. Bobby Pierce
Rep. Matt Pitsch
Rep. Jeff Wardlaw

CALIFORNIA OUTDOOR 
SPORTING CAUCUS
Sen. Cathleen Galgiani
Sen. John Moorlach
Assm. Brian Dahle
Assm. Jim Frazier

COLORADO LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Randy Baumgardner
Sen.. Kerry Donovan
Rep. Jim Wilson

CONNECTICUT LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Anthony Guglielmo
Sen. Cathy Osten
Rep. Craig Miner
Rep. Linda Orange

DELAWARE LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Bruce Ennis
Sen. Brian Pettyjohn
Rep. William Carson, Jr.
Rep. Jeff Spiegelman

FLORIDA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Thad Altman
Rep. Frank Artiles

GEORGIA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Bill Heath
Rep. David Knight

IDAHO LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Lee Holder
Rep. Donna Pence
Sen. Michelle Stennett
Rep. Richard Wills

ILLINOIS LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. David Luechtefeld
Sen. John Sullivan
Rep. Brandon Phelps
Rep. Michael Unes

INDIANA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. James Arnold
Sen. Jim Tomes
Rep. Sean Eberhart
Rep. Terry Goodlin

IOWA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Dick Dearden
Sen. David Johnson
Rep. Terry Baxter
Rep. Scott Ourth

KANSAS LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer
Rep. Ray Merrick

KENTUCKY LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Paul Hornback
Sen. Robin Webb
Rep. Johnny Bell
Rep. Tommy Turner

LOUISIANA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Francis Thompson
Rep. Clay Schexnayder

MAINE LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Tom Saviello
Rep. Martin Grohman
Rep. Steve Wood

MARYLAND LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. John Astle
Sen. Wayne Norman
Del. Wendell Beitzel
Del. Edward Carey

MASSACHUSETTS  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Anne Gobi
Rep. Angelo D’Emilia 
Rep. Keiko Orrall
Rep. David Vieira

MICHIGAN LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Mike Green
Sen. David Knezek
Rep. John Kivela
Rep. Andrea LaFontaine

MINNESOTA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Tom Saxhaug
Rep. Joe Hoppe

MISSISSIPPI LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Angela Hill
Sen. Russell Jolly
Rep. Scott Bounds
Rep. Karl Gibbs

MISSOURI LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Jason Holsman
Sen. Dave Schatz
Rep. Linda Black
Rep. Robert Ross

MONTANA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Mark Blasdel
Sen. Chas Vincent

NEBRASKA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Ken Schilz

NEVADA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Mo Denis
Sen. Scott Hammond
Assm. Ira Hansen

NEW HAMPSHIRE  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Russell Prescott
Sen. Jeff Woodburn
Rep. Gene Chandler
Rep. Jeff Goley

NEW JERSEY ANGLING AND 
HUNTING  
CONSERVATION CAUCUS
Sen. Steve Oroho
Assm. John Burzichelli

NEW MEXICO LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. George Munoz
Sen. Cliff Pirtle
Rep. Candy Ezzell
Rep. Bill Rehm
Rep. Patricio Ruiloba

NEW YORK LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Joseph Griffo
Sen. David Valesky
Assm. Clifford Crouch
Assm. Aileen Gunther

NORTH CAROLINA  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Buck Newton
Rep. John Bell
Rep. Michael Wray

NORTH DAKOTA 
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Kelly Armstrong
Sen. Philip Murphy
Rep. Corey Mock
Rep. Todd Porter

OHIO LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Lou Gentile
Sen. Joe Uecker
Rep. Jack Cera
Rep. Jonathan Dever

OKLAHOMA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Mike Schulz
Sen. John Sparks
Rep. Mike Sanders
Rep. Johnny Tadlock

OREGON LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Herman Baertschiger
Sen. Betsy Johnson
Rep. Sal Esquivel
Rep. Brad Witt

PENNSYLVANIA  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Rep. Frank Farina
Rep. Tommy Sankey

SOUTH CAROLINA  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Rep. Phillip Lowe
Rep. Russell Ott

SOUTH DAKOTA 
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Gary Cammack
Sen. Scott Parsley
Rep. Spencer Hawley
Rep. Lee Schoenbeck

TENNESSEE  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Mike Bell
Rep. Ron Lollar 
Rep. Jay Reedy

TEXAS LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Kel Seliger
Rep. Kyle Kacal

UTAH LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Allen Christensen
Sen. Margaret Dayton
Rep. Michael Noel

VERMONT LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Alice Nitka
Sen. John Rodgers
Rep. Patrick Brennan
Rep. Cynthia Browning

VIRGINIA LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Emmett Hanger
Del. L. Scott Lingamfelter

WASHINGTON  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Pam Roach
Sen. Dean Takko
Rep. Brian Blake
Rep. Brad Klippert

WEST VIRGINIA  
LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Kent Leonhardt
Sen. Ron Stollings
Del. Rupert Phillips
Del. Chris Stansbury

WISCONSIN  
LEGISLATIVE  
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Mark Miller
Sen. Terry Moulton
Rep. Joel Klee�sch
Rep. Nick Milroy

WYOMING LEGISLATIVE 
SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS
Sen. Leland Christensen
Sen. Ogden Driskill
Rep. John Freeman
Rep. Sam Krone
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUSES LEADERSHIP BY STATE



To compliment the CSC and NASC, the Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus (GSC) was launched in 
2009 as a bipartisan caucus of governors who work to protect and advance the interes ts of 
America’s sportsmen and women. The 34 member GSC facilitates communication a nd 
information exchange between participating of�ces in support of hunting, a ngling, recreational 
shooting and trapping.

Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin (WV)
CO-CHAIR

Gov. Phil Bryant (MS)
CO-CHAIR

Gov. Peter Shumlin (VT)
VICE-CHAIR

Alabama Gov. Robert Bentley

Alaska Gov. Bill Walker

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson

Colorado Gov. John Hickenlooper

Connecticut Gov. Dan Malloy 

Florida Gov. Rick Scott

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal

Idaho Gov. C.L. “Butch” Otter

Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner

Indiana Gov. Mike Pence

Iowa Gov. Terry Branstad

Kansas Governor Sam Brownback

Maryland Governor Larry Hogan

Michigan Governor Rick Snyder

Mississippi Governor Phil Bryant

Montana Governor Steve Bullock

Nebraska Governor Pete Ricketts

Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval

New Hampshire Governor Maggie Hassan

New Mexico Governor Susana Martinez

North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory

North Dakota Governor Jack Dalrymple

Oklahoma Governor Mary Fallin

Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf

South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley

South Dakota Governor Dennis Daugaard

Tennessee Governor Bill Haslam

Texas Governor Greg Abbott

Utah Governor Gary Herbert

Vermont Governor Peter Shumlin

Virginia Lt. Governor Ralph Northam

West Virginia Governor Earl Ray Tomblin

Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker

Wyoming Governor Matthew Mead

       

Mark DeYoung, Vista Outdoor Inc.
CHAIR

Paul Miller, TechExec, Inc.
VICE-CHAIR

Laurie Aronson, Lipsey’s, LLC *

Paul Babaz, The Babaz Group

Jim Baker, National Ri�e Association *

Ben Carter, Dallas Safari Club

Ralph Castner, Cabela’s

Richard Childress, Richard Childress Racing *

Bruce Culpepper, Shell Oil Company

Chris Dorsey, Dorsey Pictures

Brad Franklin, Yamaha Motor Corporation *

John Green, Crossroads Strategies, LLC

Christian Gullott, Bridgestone Americas, Inc.

Mike Helton, NASCAR

Brad Johnson, United Sporting Companies

Lawrence Keane, National Shooting Sports Foundation

John Larkin, JC Larkin Company, LLC

Walter McLallen, Meritage Capital Advisors

Thomas Millner, Cabela’s *

Jeanne Mitchell, Exxon Mobil Corporation

Robert Model, Boone and Crockett Club *

Phil Morlock, Shimano American Corporation

John Paul Morris, Bass Pro Shops

Patrick Murray, Coastal Conservation Association

Jeff Paro, Outdoor Sportsman Group * 

Simon Roosevelt, Olimpia Fund Management, Ltd.

Hon. Lindsay Thomas, Lindsay Thomas Consulting *

Joshua Waldron, SilencerCo, LLC

“I am honored to serve as Chairman of this 
well-respected and critically important 
organization. Their accomplishments working 
with Congress, governors and state legislatures 
demonstrate the profound impact CSF has with 
the sportsmen’s community .”  

   - Mark DeYoung
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GOVERNORS SPORTSMEN’S CAUCUS

Gov. Matt Mead (WY)
VICE-CHAIR

2016 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Jason Hornady, Hornady Manufacturing Co.
SECRETARY

John Doerr, Pure Fishing
TREASURER



CSF STAFF

Alana Barricks, Mid-Atlantic States Coordinator

Katie Bowling, Of�ce Coordinator

PJ Carleton, Senior Director of Events and Donor Relations

John Culclasure, Central Appalachian States Coordinator

Bee Frederick, Southeastern States Director

Leslie Garrett, Marketing Director

Joel Hodgdon, Central Midwestern States Coordinator 

Phil Hoon, Corporate Relations Director

Chris Horton, Midwestern States Director/Fisheries Progra m Director

Sara Leonard, Policy and Communications Manager

Jennifer Mecchella, Director of State and Regional Events

Brent Miller, Northeastern States Director

Heather Neilson, Marketing and Communications Assistant

Soren Nelson, Paci�c Southwest States Coordinator

Taylor Schmitz, Event and Development Coordinator

Zachary Sheldon, Upper Midwestern States Coordinator

Dante Swallow, Event and Development Coordinator

Andy Treharne, Western States Director/Federal Land Policy Direct or

Kelli Wagner, Senior Finance Director

Zach Widner, Northwest States Manager

Jeff Crane
PRESIDENT

Gary Kania
VICE PRESIDENT
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LEGACY

CSF PARTNERS AND SPONSORS

DIAMOND

TITANIUM

PLATINUM

GOLD



Ameren Illinois Company
American Knife & Tool 
     Institute
Ash Grove Cement Company
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers
B.A.S.S., LLC
Bayer Corporation
Chevron U.S.A. Inc.
Crossroads Strategies, LLC
DICK’S Sporting Goods, Inc.

General Atomics Aeronautical 
     Systems, Inc.
Grady-White Boats, Inc.
Nat Harris
Herbalife Nutrition
Houston Out�tters & Sportsmen 
     Gallery, LLC
Howell Munitions & Technology Inc.
Lockheed Martin Corporation
Todd Nelson
Nosler, Inc.

A & C Ventures, Inc.
Albemarle Sport�shing Boats, Inc.
American Gas Association
American Kennel Club
Associated Pipeline Contractors,   
     Inc.
Association of Fish & Wildlife 
     Agencies
Barnhill Contracting Company
Benelli USA
Bentz Properties
Beretta USA
Berico Fuels, Inc.
Bridgestone Americas, Inc.
Buck Knives, Inc.
The Budd Group
BWX Technologies, Inc.
Cameron Management
Capitol Hill Consulting Group
Cash Construction Company, Inc.
Caterpillar, Inc.
Center for Coastal Conservation
Center for Organizational 
     Research and Education
Chattanooga Shooting 
     Supplies, Inc.
Coca-Cola Bottling Company 
     Consolidated
The Coca-Cola Company
The Coleman Company, Inc.
ComEd
Cox Enterprises, Inc.
Mark Craig
Criterion Catalysts Technologies
CSE, Inc.
Delta Waterfowl Foundation

Dynegy, Inc.
Exelon Generation
Federal Forest Resource Coalition
FMC Corporation
FMC Technologies
Foreign Cars Italia
Arthur and Thelma French
The Friedkin Group, Inc.
GLOCK, Inc.
Greenberg Traurig
GSM, LLC
Hearing Industries Association
Molly Millis Hedgecock
HEVI-Shot
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo
Hurt, Norton & Associates
International Union of Operating 
     Engineers
JC Larkin Company, LLC
Jimmy John’s
Jordan Outdoor Enterprises, Ltd.
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
Knife Rights, Inc.
Lakeside Foundation
Land Trust Alliance
Lipsey’s, LLC
Lucas Oil Products, Inc.
Bill Millis
Mule Deer Foundation
Mustang Cat
Napa Wine Company
National Beer Wholesalers 
     Association
National Corn Growers Association
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
National Marine Manufacturers 
     Association

National Trappers Association
Nationwide Scents
Noble Energy, Inc.
North American Deer Farmers 
     Association
North Shore Gas
O’Donovan Family Foundation
Outdoor Cap
Pac/West Communications
Peoples Gas
Perfect Image Printing
Rayonier Operating 
     Company LLC
Rock�sh Sports, Inc.
Ruffed Grouse Society
Salem Nationalease 
     Corporation
Schlumberger
Shell Lubricants
Southern Company Services, Inc.
Stonebreaker LLC
Sullivan Industries, Inc.
Swift Bullet Company
Syngenta Corporate Affairs
Teton Capital, LLC
Texas Capital Bank
Texas Parks & Wildlife 
     Foundation
The Lodge at Black Pearl
Tom Miranda Outdoors Inc.
Triton Boats
Watershed Results, LLC
Wild Sheep Foundation
Williams Family Foundation 
     of Georgia, Inc.
Yamaha Marine Group

O.F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc.
Oracle
Resource Management Service, 
      LLC
RSR Group, Inc.
Sierra Bullets, L.L.C.
Silver Eagle Distributors 
Southwest Airlines
Wing & Barrel Ranch
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As of 12/6/2016 For more information, contact Phil Hoon at phil@sportsmenslink.org or (202) 543-6850 x24

CSF’s supporters come from all backgrounds and walks of life, but are united in their passion for the outdoors and conservation 
and desire to protect and advance our rich sporting heritage. The Chairman’s Club provides recognition for individuals who 
philanthropically support CSF with a gift of at least $1,000 a year. 

Scouts : Ralph Castner  *  Richard Childress  *  Mike Helton  *  Brad Johnson  *  Paul Miller  *  Bob Model  *  Johnny Morris

Explorers :

SILVER

BRONZE

Anonymous
Dr. J. David Allen

Peter Angle
Darius Anderson
Laurie Aronson

Paul Babaz
James Baker

John Banovich
Earl Bentz

Pryor Blackwell
George E Bowser
Michael Bradley
Michael Brairton

Pete Brownell
Tony Caligiuri
Mike Callahan

Ben Carter
Stephen S. Clark

Amanda Covington
Bruce Culpepper
F.R. “Jayar” Dailey

James Debney
Mark DeYoung
Austin Dillon

Ty Dillon
John Doerr

Chris Dorsey
Stephen Doyle

Jeff Kimbell
Adri Kitshoff

Tig Krekel
Rocky Krivijanski

John Larkin
The Honorable Bob Latta

Michael Leonard
David Light

Richard Lipsey
Fred Lekse, Jr.

Glenn LeMunyon
The Honorable Billy Long

Dave Matheny
Walter McLallen

Brett Merrell
Maximilian Merrill
Jeanne Mitchell

Jeff More
Phil Morlock

John Paul Morris
Alan “Iver” Mossberg

Pat Murray
William Oemmer

The Honorable Steven Palazzo
Jeff Paro

George Petersen
Bruce Pettet
Bill Phillips

Lance Phillips
Paul Phillips
G.J. Pionessa

Patrick Raffaniello
Robert Rippy

Simon Roosevelt
Steve Sanetti

The Honorable Austin Scott
A.C. Smid

Eddie Smith
Walter Smith

Tommy Teague
John Thames

The Honorable Lindsay Thomas
Brad Thress
Victor Trione

Jeffrey Turner
Paul Tuttle
Jay Vroom

Scott Walker
KC Walsh

Jeff Watkins
JoAnn Weisenford

Irving Widelitz
Knox Williams
Mark Williams

The Honorable Rob Wittman
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The Honorable Jeff Duncan
Scott Ernest
Karl Evans

Rebecca Evans
Brian Fienhold

Budd Florkiewicz
Brad Franklin
Stephen Good

John Green
Christian Gullott
Reno Gustafson

Ben Hall
The Honorable Jody Hice
Molly Millis-Hedgecock

Aaron Hobbs
Robert Hodgdon

Ben Hollingsworth
Jason Hornady
Steve Hornady
Andrew Hoxsey

The Honorable Richard Hudson
The Honorable Duncan Hunter

Mike Ingram
John Jackson
Wynn Jessup

Thomas Johnson
Lawrence Keane
Mark Kielwasser



www.sportsmenslink.org * 110 North Carolina Avenue, SE Washington, DC 20003  * 202.543.6850 
The Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation is a nonpro�t 501(c)(3) org anization Federal ID #52-1686163.  Combined Federal Campaign - (CFC) #92624

Since 1989 the Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation (CSF) has maintained a singleness of purpose that has guided the 
organization to become the most respected and trusted sportsmen’s organization in the political arena. CSF’s mission is to work 
with Congress, governors, and state legislatures to protect and advance hunting, angling, recreational shooting and trapping. The 
unique and collective force of the Congressional Sportsmen’s Caucus (CSC), the Governors Sportsmen’s Caucus (GSC) and the 
National Assembly of Sportsmen’s Caucuses (NASC), working closely with CSF, and with the support of major hunting, angling, 
recreational shooting and trapping organizations, serves as an unprecedented network of pro-sportsmen elected of�cials that 

advance the interests of America’s hunters and anglers.


	Federal Policy.

