3872 AMENDMENT 1

AMEND THE BILL IN SECTION 2 AS FOLLOWS:
SECTION 2. Chapter 1, Title 50 of the S.C. Code is amended by adding:
Section 50-1-320. (A) As used in this section:

(1) “Department” means the Department of Natural Resources.

(2) “Department-managed lands” means those lands owned by this State
which the department holds management authority, t—hese—p#i#ately—eumed

manageel—by—t—heétate—Fe#est—w—Gemws&en and are enroIIed in the

department’s Wildlife Management Area program.

(3) “Hunting” means the lawful taking of game as allowed in this title.

(B) Department-managed lands must be open to access and use for hunting
except as limited by the department for reasons of fish or wildlife management, or
as otherwise limited by statute outside of the authority of the department.

(C) The department, in exercising its authority under this title, must exercise its
authority consistent with subsection (B), in a manner that supports, promotes,
and enhances hunting opportunities to the extent authorized by law.

(D) Department land management decisions and actionsrireluding-decision-made

must not result in
any net Ioss of habitat land acreage available for hunting opportunities on

department-managed lands-that-existas-eflanuary1-2026. The department must

expeditiously find replacement acreage for hunting to compensate for closures of
any existing hunting land.

(E) By July first of each year, the director of the department must submit to the
Senate Fish, Game and Forestry Committee and the House Agricultural, Natural
Resources and Environmental Affairs Committee a written report describing:

(1) the acreage managed by the department that was closed to hunting
during the previous fiscal year and the reasons for the closures; and

(2) the acreage managed by the department that was opened to hunting to
compensate for closures of existing land pursuant to subsection (D).

(3) The first report under this subsection is due no later than July 1, 2026.



